A Poem by Gardner, Martin
45 LEVEL flat plain even smooth 
46 INSIPID vapid flat jejune banal inane 
2 1 DIRTY filthy foul nasty squalid 
22 OLD ancient venerable antique antiquated archaic obsolete 
23 TRITE hackneyed stereotyped threadbare 
24 RUDE rough crude raw 
25 IGNORANT illiterate unlettered untutored unlearned 
26 SPECIAL especial specific particular individual 
27 INDIFFERENT unconcerned incurious alone detached disinterested 
28 FREE independent autonomous sovereign 
29 BASE low vile 
30 CHOICE exquisite elegant rare delicate dainty 
3 1 LAZY indolent slothful 
32 LATENT dormant quiescent potential 
33 FAIR just equitable impartial unbiased dispassionate objective 
34 DULL blunt obtuse 
35 FUTILE vain hitless 
36 BLUFF brunt brusque curt crusty gruff 
37 PLASTIC pliable pliant ductile malleable adaptable 
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T h s  is an excerpt from Gardner's 1969 book Never Make Fun OfA  Turtle, My Son 
(Simon and Schuster, illustrated by John Alcorn). 
Speak Clearly 
You're old enough to know. my son, 
It's really awfully rude 
If someone speaks when both his cheeks 
Are jammed and crammed with food. 
Your mother asked you how you liked 
The onions ~n the stew. 
You stuffed your mouth wlth rais~n bread 
And mumbled, "Vewee goo." 
Then when she asked you what you said, 
You took a drlnk of milk. 
And all that we could understand 
Was. 'Vggle gluggle skwilk." 
And now you're aslung me if you 
Can have more lemon jello. 
Please iisten carefully. "Yes, ifoo 
Arstillz ungwy felio." 
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